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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: no. 3 base portion is not shown in Fig. 2. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 8, lines 16-18, the phrase "hinged connectors 6 are disposed at a rear end of the 
box so that the front end of the lid portion is raised when the box is in an open position" 
contradicts the phrase at page 7, lines 3-4, stating "an access aperture through at least 
the forward end of the box... aperture 5" since the access apertures (5, 8) are formed at 
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the front end and back end of the box respectively therefore the hinges 6 would be more 
correctly stated as being on one side of the box 1 . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 9, 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In regard to claim 9, lines 9-10, the phrase "a portion of the fishing rod connected 
to the fishing reel" is unclear since the term "a proximate portion of a fishing rod 
connected thereto" was previously set forth in lines 6-7. Also see line 17 for the same 
issue with respect to "a portion of the fishing rod positioned therein". 

In regard to claim 16, line 2, the term "the bottom of said base portion" lacks 
positive antecedent basis. 

In regard to claim 18, the term "11" in line 1 renders the claim vague and 
indefinite since claim 1 1 has been cancelled. 

In regard to claim 18, lines 2-3, the term "the height of the said top portion" lacks 
positive antecedent basis and the phrase "the said" also renders the claim vague and 
indefinite. 



Application/Control Number: 10/635,899 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3643 

In regard to claim 18, line 3, the term "said access apertures" lacks positive 
antecedent basis. 

In regard to claim 21, lines 14-16, the phrase "the anchor arrangement... attached 
to said vehicular rack a distance away from said carrier box..." is unclear since the 
vehicular rack was not positively set forth as part of the desired invention and was only 
functionally recited 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

6. Claims 9, 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
White etal. 2,171,053. 

In regard to claim 1 , White et al. discloses a carrier box (rod clamp to the right in 
Fig. 1) having a lid portion (22) and a base portion (14) configurable between open and 
closed configurations, wherein each of the portions comprise edge portions (see upper 
edges of 14 and lower edges of 22 in Fig. 5); the box interiorly configured to receive and 
support a reel and rod (see Fig. 1 ), the box being configured to be substantially 
weather-tight in the closed configuration (when 22 is clamped upon 14, windy weather 
cannot cause rod and reel to be blown out of the clamp; weather-tight does not 
particularly disclose any structure not shown or disclosed in White et al.; also the 
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enclosed structure shown in Figs. 2, 3, & 5 illustrates how it is possible that weather 
elements may be excluded from entering therein); an access aperture (see aperture 
defined through 14, 22 in Figs. 2, 3) configured to permit a portion of the rod to project 
outside the box (see Fig. 1) when in closed configuration, the access aperture is formed 
between the edge portions of the lid portion and base portion (see Fig. 3 especially 
showing the edge portions to the left and right of the strips of sponge rubber 21 , 30 so 
as to bound the strips); a clamping arrangement configured to releasably fasten upon a 
vehicular carrier rack (11-13 are capable of releasable fastening to a rack, wherein 12 
assists in clamping 11 to 13 by axial pressure); and a pliable buffer (21 , 30) arranged 
within an interior of the access aperture (see Figs. 3, 5), the buffer comprising at least 
two mating portions (21 , 30) extending across the entirety of the access aperture in the 
closed configuration (see Fig. 2) and adapted to form-fit about a portion of the fishing 
rod positioned therein (due to elasticity of strips of sponge rubber) and selectively 
manufactured from a material that forms a weather-resistant barrier between an interior 
and exterior of the carrier box in the closed configuration when a fishing rod is installed 
therein (the deformable nature of strips 21 , 30 allows it to sealingly engage about the 
circumference of either the reel or rod and thus preventing weather elements such as 
hail or sleet or snow from entering an intermediate portion of the buffer). 

In regard to claim 12, White et al. discloses a portion of the box adapted to form 
a stand (10) thereby accommodating use of the box as a free-standing storage 
arrangement for at least one rod and reel when the box is detached from a rack. 
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In regard to claim 13, White et al. discloses the lid and base being hinged 
together (16, 17, 24-26) and a seal arrangement (mutually contacting surfaces of 18, 27 
and 19, 28, 29) provided between mating lip portions (18, 27) of the lid and base. 

In regard to claim 14, White et al. discloses the carrier box which tapers toward a 
front end (see 1 3 which tapers in Fig. 3 or see 28, 29 in Fig. 5 which taper or see 1 1 in 
cross section which tapers). 

In regard to claim 15, see Fig. 3 of White et al. 

In regard to claim 16, White et al. discloses drainage holes in a bottom of the 
base (holes in 13 engaged by 12 or 17, 20; drainage hole structures not being 
particularly claimed). 

In regard to claim 17, White et al. discloses at least one additional access 
aperture (17, 20, or space between 19 & 28; access aperture not being particularly 
claimed). 

In regard to claim 18, White et al. discloses the anchor arrangement having a top 
portion (22) for securing the distal end of the rod (see Fig. 1), wherein the height of the 
top portion and the access aperture are of substantially the same level so that a rod is 
level to a roof of the vehicle when the carrier arrangement is mounted thereon (see Fig. 
1)- 

In regard to claim 19, White et al. discloses the access aperture which forms a 
rectangular shape when the box is in the closed configuration (see Fig. 2). 

In regard to claim 20, White et al. discloses the access aperture being sized to 
carry more than one rod within the aperture (the device of White et al. is intended to 
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hold plural rods; see col. 1, lines 11-23; fishing rods come in many different shapes and 
sizes and thus more smaller sized rods would be able to fit within the aperture than 
would larger sized rods). 

In regard to claim 21 , White et al. discloses a carrier box (rod clamp to the right in 
Fig. 1) having a lid (22) and a base (14) configured between open and closed 
configurations (closed configuration shown in Figs. 1 , 2), the box interiorly configured to 
receive and support a reel and a proximate portion of the rod (area between 14 & 22 
capable of receiving a reel and rod therein; no particular box structure being claimed), 
the box configured to be substantially weather-tight in the closed configuration (when 22 
is clamped upon 14, windy weather cannot cause rod and reel to be blown out of the 
clamp; weather-tight does not particularly disclose any structure not shown or disclosed 
in White et al.); an access aperture (hollow area defined between 14 & 22) through the 
box, the aperture configured to permit a portion of the rod connected to the reel to 
project inside the box in the closed configuration (handle in Fig. 1); a clamping 
arrangement configured to releasably fasten upon a vehicular carrier rack (11-13 are 
capable of releasably fastening on a rack, wherein 12 assists in clamping 11 to 13 by 
axial pressure; rack is not being positively recited and furthermore structure of clamping 
mechanism not being claimed); and an anchor arrangement (rod clamp to the left in Fig. 
1) comprising one or more concave grooves (underside interior of 22 is above 14 and 
upperside interior of 1 4 is above 1 1 in Fig. 5) on a top surface of the anchor 
arrangement which is separate from the carrier box (see Fig. 1). 
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7. Claims 9, 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mathews 2,807,398 

Mathews discloses a carrier box (left occurrence of 12 in Fig. 1 with 3, 12, 21) 
with a lid portion (12) and a base portion (3) configurable between open (see Fig. 7) and 
closed (see Fig. 1) configurations, each of the lid and base portions comprising edge 
portions (edges of 3, 12), the box configured to receive and support a reel and a 
proximate portion of a rod (space between 3 & 12) capable of receiving rod and reel 
therebetween and therein), the box further configured to be weather-tight in the closed 
configuration (when 3, 12, 38 are assembled together, then this arrangement makes it 
more difficult for various elements from penetrating; no particular structure being 
claimed); an access aperture (space defined between 3, 12) formed between the edge 
portions of the lid and base portions in the closed configuration; a clamping 
arrangement (4, 6, 7-9) to releasably fasten upon a vehicular carrier rack (2); and a 
pliable buffer (38) within an interior of the access aperture, the pliable buffer comprising 
at least two mating portions extending across the entirety of the access aperture in the 
closed configuration (see Figs. 2, 4). 

In regard to claim 12, Mathews discloses the box (3, 12) adapted to form a stand 
(see Figs. 2, 3, 6; no particular structure being claimed). 

In regard to claim 13, Mathews discloses the lid and base portions being hinged 
together for pivotating relative to one another (in Fig. 7, 12 capable of pivoting relative to 
3 via 32) and a seal arrangement (portions of 38 forming seal). 

In regard to claim 14, see upper edge of 3 which tapers. 
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In regard to claim 16, Mathews discloses drainage holes (9, 14, 36; particular 
drainage hole structure not being claimed). 

In regard to claim 17, Mathews discloses an additional access aperture (rear 
entry between 3, 12). 

In regard to claim 18, Mathews discloses an anchor arrangement (right 
occurrence of 12 in Fig. 1) with a top portion for securing the distal end of the fishing rod 
(see distal ends of 5 extending through right occurrence of 12), wherein the height of 
the top portion and the access apertures are the same level (see Fig. 1 ) so that a rod is 
level to a roof of the vehicle (see Fig. 1 ). 

In regard to claim 19, see Fig. 2. 

In regard to claim 20, see Figs. 2 and 8. 

In regard to claim 21 , Mathews discloses a carrier box (left occurrence of 12 in 
Fig. 1 with 3, 12, 21); an access aperture (space defined between 3, 12); a clamping 
arrangement (4, 6, 7-9); an anchor arrangement (right occurrence of 12 in Fig. 1) 
comprising one or more concave grooves (area defined within corners of 3, 12, 21 are 
concave shaped; also see manner in which pliable buffers 38 surround each rod 5 in 
Figs. 3, 8 and the generally concave area between 38 in Fig. 6; concave grooves not 
being particularly claimed). 

8. Claims 9, 12-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stahl 
4,063,646. 

Stahl discloses a carrier box (10) with a lid portion (25) and a base portion (12); 
an access aperture (apertures defined by 18 and between 18) formed between the edge 
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portions of the lid and base portions (edges of 1 2, 25 in Figs. 1,2,4, 5); a clamping 
arrangement (16); and a pliable buffer (34, 35) comprising at least two mating portions 
(34, 35) extending entirely across the access aperture (see Fig. 1 , 4, or 5). 

In regard to claim 14, Stahl discloses the box tapers toward a forward end 
thereof (see 21 , 22 in Fig. 3). 

In regard to claim 16, Stahl discloses drainage holes (see openings between 
lowermost 18 & 19 in Fig. 2). 

In regard to claim 17, Stahl discloses at least one additional access aperture 
(pairs of 18). 

In regard to claims 18 and 21 , Stahl discloses an anchor arrangement (another of 
10; see col. 2, lines 16-18) with one or more concave grooves (defined by 18). 

In regard to claim 19, see Figs. 1, 2. 

In regard to claim 20, see Fig. 1 , 4, or 5. 
9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nowicki 
3,719,297. 

Nowicki discloses a carrier box (32) with a lid portion (38) and a base portion 
(40), the box interiorly configured to receive and transport a fishing reel and rod () and 
configured to be substantially weather-tight in the closed configuration (42, 44 assist in 
preventing weather elements from entering therein or therebetween; structure not being 
particularly claimed); an access aperture through the box (see Fig. 2); a clamping 
arrangement (22, 24; clamping arrangement not being particularly claimed); and an 
anchor arrangement (30) comprising one or more concave grooves (interior surfaces , 
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including inside corners within 30, shown in Fig. 2 are generally concave in shape in 
order to form the receiving area for the skis or other elongated articles) on a top surface 
of the anchor arrangement for receiving one or more fishing rods/elongated articles 
(16), wherein the anchor arrangement is separate from the carrier box (32; see Fig. 1) 
and attachable to the rack a distance away from the box. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 9, 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
White et al. 2,1 71 ,053 in view of Snavely et al. 6,01 5,074 or Rivenbark 6,003,748. 

Alternatively White et al. does not disclose a clamping arrangement configured to 
releasably fasten upon a vehicular carrier rack. Snavely et al. disclose a roof rack for a 
vehicle (10) with mounting brackets (40) to mount the rack on luggage racks (32). 
Rivenbark discloses a fishing rod holder (10) for cartop carriers with mounting means 
(40, 42', 44, 46, 58, 60, 62, 64, 72) for mounting to front and rear (14, 16) cross bars of 
a luggage carrier (1 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute the clamping arrangement of either Snavely et al. or Rivenbark for the suction 
cup mounting arrangement of White et al. in order to provide means for securely 
mounting the device to existing carrier/luggage racks on a vehicle. 
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12. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nowicki 
3,71 9,297 in view of Snavely et al. 6,01 5,074 or Rivenbark 6,003,748. 

Alternatively Nowicki does not disclose a clamping arrangement configured to 
releasably fasten upon a vehicular carrier rack. Snavely et al. disclose a roof rack for a 
vehicle (10) with mounting brackets (40) to mount the rack on luggage racks (32). 
Rivenbark discloses a fishing rod holder (10) for cartop carriers with mounting means 
(40, 42', 44, 46, 58, 60, 62, 64, 72) for mounting to front and rear (14, 16) cross bars of 
a luggage carrier (12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute the clamping arrangement of either Snavely et al. or Rivenbark for the 
members (18, 20) with hooked portions (22, 24) for engaging lateral edges (12) of a 
vehicle roof (10) of Nowicki in order to provide means for securely mounting the device 
to existing carrier/luggage racks on a vehicle. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6885. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Darren W. Ark/ 
Darren W. Ark 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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